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CC 307 BR:  FORENSIC INVESTIGATION 
  

     
	  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
This course explores the increasingly diverse and multidisciplinary nature of forensic investigation and its 
role in stewarding new scholarly debates in criminology. In addition to traditional criminalistics employed 
by police investigators, students will also be exposed to broader legal, ethical, and scientific issues in the 
field such as the admissibility of physical evidence, the accreditation of court-certified experts versus 
academic experts, and the proliferation of mercenary, ‘hired-gun’ scientists in both criminal and civil 
proceedings across Canada and the United States. An overview of groundbreaking cases, the research 
conducted by pioneers in the field of forensic investigation, and a look at some common myths and 
misconceptions held about forensics courtesy of film and television will also be critically examined. 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Michael Arntfield; marntfield@wlu.ca & www.michaelarntfield.ca 

WHEN & WHERE  WE  MEET :  Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5:30pm – 6:50pm in OD 107 

OFF ICE  HOURS:  Tuesdays 4:00pm – 5:15pm in RCW 311 or by appointment 

COURSE  TEXT :  
 
 Richard Saferstein (2011) Forensic Science: From the Crime Scene to the Crime Lab. Second 
Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson-Prentice Hall 
 
Evaluat ion :  
 
  SLOP ING IN -CLASS QUIZZES  –  85% 
A total of four (4) in-class quizzes of sloping, or diminishing value will be held every third Tuesday, and will 
assess your knowledge of the assigned material, including—whenever applicable—topics covered by any 
guest speakers. The quizzes are multiple-choice format and each quiz will be limited only to material covered 
since the last quiz. The content of the quizzes will be very general and foundational toward the beginning of 
the course, becoming more specific and detailed as the course progresses, but with the cumulative grade 
value of each quiz incrementally diminishing. This is an innovative ‘front-end loaded’ approach to the 
grading process designed for larger classes and, in light of this format, there is no final exam.  
 
  ATTENDANCE 15%  
Regular and punctual attendance is required to fully grasp the material in this course and contribute to class 
discussions. As such, attendance will be taken in writing at the outset of each lecture. Substitutional signing 
for absent students is not permitted and will be deemed an act of forgery, thus subject to academic sanction.  



TENTATIVE  COURSE SCHEDULE : 
 
WEEK 1 (May 7 & 9)  
INTRODUCTION TO CRIME SCENE & EVIDENCE CONTINUITY  
Required readings: Chapters 1 & 2 
 
WEEK 2 (May 14 & 16)  
IDENTIFYING, COLLECTING, & CATALOGUING PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
Required readings:  Chapters 3 & 4 
 
WEEK 3 (May 21)  
QUIZ #1 – 30% grade value 
No readings 
 
WEEK 4 (May 28 & 30) 
FORENSIC PATHOLOGY & ‘MAJOR CASE’ INVESTIGATIONS  
Required readings: Chapters 5 & 6 
 
WEEK 5 (June 4 & 6)  
LOCARD’S EXCHANGE PRINCIPLE & FRAGMENTARY EVIDENCE  
Required readings: Chapters 8, 9 & 10 
   
WEEK 6 (June 11)  
QUIZ #2 – 25% grade value 
No readings 
 
WEEK 7 (June 18 & 20)  
FORENSIC TOXICOLOGY & COLLISION RECONSTRUCTION  
Required readings: Chapters 7, 11 & 12 
 
WEEK 8 (June 25 & 27) 
CLANDESTINE GRAVES, FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY & DNA ANALYSIS 
Required readings: Chapters 13 & 15 
 
WEEK 9 (July 2) 
QUIZ #3 – 20% grade value 
No readings 
 
WEEK 10 (July 9 &11) 
ARSON, POST-BLAST & ‘TOTAL LOSS’ INVESTIGATIONS  
Required readings: Chapters 14 & 16 
 
WEEK 11 (July 16 & 18) 
CYBERCRIME & COMPUTER FORENSICS  
Required readings: Chapter 18 
 
WEEK 12 (July 23) 
QUIZ #4 – 10% grade value  
No readings 
 



Some Final Notes. Please Read Carefully: 
 

• Students with special needs are advised to contact Laurier’s Accessible Learning Office for information 
regarding its services and resources.  They are also encouraged to review the Calendar for information 
regarding all services available on campus. 

• Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism.  Students may be required to 
submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism. 

	  

Email Policy 
 
• Emails sent to me will in many cases be replied to from my Smartphone. Responses will therefore be 
timely but concise as a matter of necessity. More detailed responses may be sent at a later time or in some 
cases may require a meeting during my scheduled office hours, though these appointments should be made 
sparingly. Note that as per university policy, I will only respond to messages sent from your WLU account, 
and will only respond to messages sent to my WLU account. If you customarily forward your university mail 
through another server or personal email client (Outlook, Gmail, Hotmail, etc.) please amend your settings 
to reflect your assigned institutional email address or it may be undeliverable and won’t be answered. Please 
also note that messages sent through MyLearningSpace also won’t be read or answered in as timely a 
manner, so if it relates to a time-sensitive issue, it’s always best to contact me at marntfield@wlu.ca. 
 
Dr. Mike’s Social Media & Wireless Device Policy 
  
• Note that while the responsible use of notebook computers, tablets, and PDA devices as learning tools in 
this course is certainly encouraged, and while I understand that Smartphones are increasingly integral to 
students’ social experience at university, it is expected that these technologies will be used appropriately in 
the context of the classroom. Please respect your professor (me) and peers (your friends and classmates) by 
refraining from SMS texting, BBMing, IMing, or using social media such as Facebook and Twitter other than 
during the designated break times. Students who are found to be distracted by or routinely engaged in social 
media, or who are observed using wireless devices for personal business during the lectures, discussions, or 
screenings will be deemed to be mentally absent from the class and will have their attendance and 
participation marks affected to the same degree as someone who has failed to attend entirely. Please don’t 
make this an issue. Use discretion. Use common sense. 
 


